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Welcome

Welcome to our Savior’s house!

“Who is Jesus?” For the longest time, people thought the answer to that question was, “Mary
and Joseph’s son” or “a carpenter from Nazareth.” While true enough, those answers do not
adequately describe Jesus. But when Jesus was baptized, God the Father spoke, declaring Jesus
true identity. Jesus was the dearly loved Son of God, chosen to be the Savior of the world.

“Who are you?” someone asks. Perhaps you would answer by providing your name. Maybe you
would add additional information—where you are from or what you do for a living. Perhaps, in
some dark corner of your mind, you would answer negatively. “I'm no one.”

We need to understand that none of those things really describes who we are. To answer that
question—Who are you?—we must look to our baptism. Baptism is the cure for an identity
crisis. There, just like he did with Jesus, our Father declares us to be his dearly loved child.
Moreover, in baptism God anointed us with power for a life of selfless service. May God grant
us this epiphany moment!

We're so glad you could be with us!

Restrooms

Restrooms are down the hallway on the left.

Nursery

We enjoy children in worship, especially when they are singing God’s praises in their own way.
We think it's important for children to see what’s going on in worship and begin participating
at an early age. If today justisn’t a good day for them, feel free to make use of our nursery just
to the right of the doors as you exit the worship space.

We're introducing new banners into our
worship space. They remind us of what we
learn about Jesus during the season of
Epiphany.

Epiphany means “to reveal” in Greek. The
season of Epiphany begins with the Magi
visiting Jesus - celebrated on January 6% or
close to it. The next Sunday celebrates Jesus’
baptism. In the following Sundays the
readings focus on how Jesus revealed
through his teaching and miracles that he is
God who has come to save us. The season
ends with the last Sunday before Ash
Wednesday when we hear about Jesus’
transfiguration - Peter, James, and John see
Jesus blazing with divine glory on top of a
mountain.

One banner reminds us that John the Baptist
baptized Jesus in the Jordan River in the
wilderness. The shell represents baptism
with three drops of water coming down. The
Holy Spirit appeared at Jesus’ baptism in the
form of a dove and a voice from heaven
spoke God’s approval of Jesus.

The other banner reminds us that Jesus
called his disciples to follow him after he
provided them with a miraculous catch of
fish. He trained them and showed them that
he is the promised Savior so they can share
this God-given epiphany with the world.

BAPTISM
OF OURLORD

The original artwork adapted for these banners is by Corissa Nelson who graciously gave us
permission to transform her work into these banners.
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We Gather in His Name

Today 9am Blood mobile
10am Worship
11am Snacks i ' i
11:30 am Sunday school — Heirs together Hall to the I.Urd § Anomted w384

12:30 pm Church council meets 0 | i — |
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7pm  Bible information class 1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid’s great - er  Son!
Wednesday 9:30am  Bible study 2 He comes with res-cue speed - y to those who suf - fer wrong,
6pm Choir 3 Kings shall bow down be - fore him and gold and in - cense bring;
7pm  Bible study 4 Qer ev-'ry foe vic - to - rious,he on his throne shall rest,
0 , , , ,
Y | | | | | | | [ | [ [ [
Thursday 2pm Bible information class e e e e e e e e s v g s o o
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, his reign on earth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - y and bid the weak be strong,
Saturday 8am Men’s breakfast all na-tionsshall a - dore him, his praise all peo-ple sing.
from age to age more glo - rious, all bless-ing and all - blest.

Next Sunday 10am Worship and communion o I
r | ; .
1l1am Snacks . - IP | !P—E*P—II —P—g—! — T e —— —— —P—!
11:30 am Sunday school - Heirs together D) ' ' '
He comes to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap-tive free,
to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to light
To him shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as - cend,
The tide of time shall nev - er his cov - e - nant re - move;
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AGk“OWIEdgments whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, are pre-cious in his sight.
his king-dom still in - creas-ing, a king-dom with - out end.
Setting Two from Christian Worship his name shall stand for - ev - er—that name to us is Love.
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. Text: James Montgomery, 17711854, abr, alt. Tune: Leonhart Schriter, ¢. 1532—c. 1601 Text and tune: Public domain

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. Al rights reserved worldwide.

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.
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Stand

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession

CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved
others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior,
paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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2 Go, my chil-dren, sins for-giv - en, at peace and pure.
3 Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to me;
4 1 the Lord will bless and keep you and give you peace;
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glo - ryv. Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en,

stilled you. Go, my chil-dren, fed
Broth - er. Go, my chil-dren;

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008 Tune: Welsh, 18th cent.

Public domain

a

my bless-ing, you are my own.

at peace and pure.

and nour-ished, joy - ful and free.

I will keep you and give you peace.
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Stand

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this
new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor
run into any kind of danger. And in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight; through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy W 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.



Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert
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plunge be - neath the wa - ters! Wash a - way your guilt and shame!”
voice be - yond all hear-ing: “See my Son, the One I love!”
death rose up to tri - umph, you be - gan your glo - rious reign!
forth, your sons and daugh-ters, with the cross up - on our brow.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007 Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940-2021 Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 723384 Tune: ©

2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 723384

God’s Own Child, | Gladly Say It W 679
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Text: tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756 Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695-1755, alt. Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 723384 Tune: Public

domain

14



Loving Father, lead us to rejoice every day as we remember our baptism. When we sin against
you and others, give us power to put down the sinful nature that was drowned in the water of
baptism. When we doubt your love, cause us to remember the promises you made when we
came to the font. When we feel weak, invigorate us with the hope of eternal life that awaits all
who are baptized and believe in you.

Thank you for making us heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Keep in your care all our brothers and sisters who are suffering in sickness, enduring
hardship, carrying a cross, or mourning the death of someone they love. Let them also return
to their baptism and remember the blessings you bestowed on them through the water and the
Word. Keep all the baptized in your care and bring us at last to the river of the water of life in
heaven.

Thank you for making us heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in the full
light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting song of triumph.
Amen.

Offering

Our offerings support the training of pastors and teachers for our own congregations, schools, and missions. This
year 44 students from our congregations in the North Atlantic District (North Carolina into Toronto, Canada)
are studying at our four schools.
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved
Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our
calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Be seated

First Reading

1Samuel 16:1-13

The LoRD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem.
I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”

But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.”

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I
indicate.”

Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled
when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”



Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge

come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the the living and the dead.

sacrifice. Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?

When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
before the LORD.” forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus, to value the Word and
him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward sacraments, and to live a life that pleases God?

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Yes, and I ask God to help me.

Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD May the eternal God, who saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy
has not chosen this one either.” Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has Spirit, bless you and keep you to everlasting life.

the LORD chosen this one.” Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to Amen.

him, “The LoRD has not chosen these.” So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 5 ved
e seate

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine
appearance and handsome features.

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that
day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah.

Prayer of the Church

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God. Jesus, you stepped into the Jordan River in our place to be baptized. You stepped out of the

same river in our place as the beloved Son of the Father. Through you, because of you, the
Father loves us, approves of us, and cherishes us. For such a great identity, we praise you!
Thank you for making us heirs having the hope of eternal life.

Our friends, our culture, our own sinful nature want to redefine who we are. Protect us from
these temptations. We ask you to use your Word every day to re-impress upon our hearts the
identity you gave us in our baptism. Yes we are sinners. Yes we have failed over and over. Yet
through baptism you gave us new birth and spiritual life. You saved us from all we have done
wrong. We live every day free from guilt and shame for we are justified in Christ.

Thank you for making us heirs having the hope of eternal life.
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Sermon Titus 3:4-7

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life.

Stand

Remembrance of Baptism

Holy Baptism is the priceless means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with
Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul wrote: “All of us who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death. We were therefore buried with him through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Father, we too may live a new life.” Again Paul wrote: “All of you who were baptized into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives us new life. We reject the devil and confess
that we believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
Yes, and I ask God to help me.

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty?
Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son?

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven
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Great Are the Works of the LORD Psalm 2D

Refrain

Great are the works of the LORD. Al-le - lu - ial Al-le-
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Why do the nations / conspire
and the peoples / plot in vain?

The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the Lord
and against his A- / nointed. Refrain

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;
the Lord / scoffs at them.

He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying,
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.” Refrain

I will proclaim the / Lord’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauer Music: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by
permission: OneLicense no. 723384



Luke 3:15-17,21-22

Gospel

The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might
possibly be the Messiah. John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is
more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with
unquenchable fire.”

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

Children’s sermon

To Jordan’s River Game Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s riv - er came
2 The Sav - ior came to be
3 As Je - sus in the Jor -
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our Lord, the Christ, whom
bap - tized— the Son of
dan stood and John bap -

4 Then from God’s throne with thun-d’rous sound came God’s own
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heav’n - ly hosts a - dored, the God from God, the
God in flesh  dis - guised— to stand be - neath the
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voice with  words pro - found: “This is my Son,” was
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Light from Light, the Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’s will and all his prom -is - es ful - fill
heav'n -ly dove, de - scend-ed on him from a - bove.
his de - cree, “the one I love, who pleas -es me.”

5  The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
anointed Christ in glorious sight
as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
to save the world and free us all.

6 Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute!
This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Text: James P. Tiefel, b. 1949 Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt. Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel, admin.

Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no

. 123384 Tune: Public domain
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